Thankfully this is not a permanent farewell and the Dawson Rare Book Room will be back. A new room is slated for construction during Phase Ill of Law School renovations.
became obvious that the library lacked the facilities to house its growing rare treasures and by the mid-seventies, the need for a rare book room was manifestly evident. At that time most of the library's rare collection pre-1700 was being held at the Olin Library. Construction of a new rare book room commenced in May 1981, and was completed in August of the same year. In 1985, the room was dedicated as the Edwin S. Dawson Rare Book Room, a gift of Donato A. Evangelista '57 in memory of his father-in-law.
Thankfully this is not a permanent farewell and the Dawson Rare Book Room will be back. A new room is slated for construction during Phase III of Law School renovations (dates to be announced in the future). In the meantime, most of the collection has been transferred on a temporary basis to the Cornell University Library Annex, a secure state-of-the-art high-density facility with a climate-controlled environment. Library users will enjoy uninterrupted access to the collections and can request items through the library catalog, with a twenty-four hour turnaround. A small and select collection of materials are being retained in a climate-controlled and secure room in the Law School. This will enable the library to continue to showcase some materials and host exhibits. Furthermore, some of the rare book collection has been digitized and is accessible via the Law Library's website all year round. The most recent and ambitious digitization project, which started in 2011, is the Trials Pamphlets Collection, a collection of nineteenth century popular and official trial accounts whose restoration was made possible with funding from the Save America's Treasures Grant Program.
T ACQUISITIONS:
,before the inception of the Law School, 4,000 volumes were acquired from the collection of a prominent Ithaca lawyer, Merritt King. Many of the volumes in this collection are now considered rare. Books were also gifted to the Law Library from the personal libraries of former students and Law School faculty. Some of these books have been added to the rare book collection.
, the library received a major gift when the widow and daughter of the Law School's first dean, Judge Douglas Boardman, purchased the library of Nathaniel Moak, an Albany attorney, and donated it to the library in memory of the dean. A significant portion of this collection, which became rare simply due to the passage of time, is now housed in the Law Library's rare book collection.
,Earl J. Bennett (LL.B. 1901 ) established a fund devoted to the collection of all U.S. and territorial session laws in existence. 
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